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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT
HEROES ACT OF 2017

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1428) to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to authorize COPS grantees to use
grant funds to hire veterans as career
law enforcement officers, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1428

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American

Law Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. PRIORITIZING HIRING AND TRAINING OF
VETERANS.

Section 1701(b)(2) of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(42 U.S.C. 3796dd(b)(2)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘¢, including by prioritizing the hiring
and training of veterans (as defined in sec-
tion 101 of title 38, United States Code)”
after “‘Nation”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R.
1428, currently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Police officers and military veterans
have much in common: Both wear uni-
forms, both protect and serve, and both
face great physical risk in executing
their duties. It is understandable, then,
that many military servicemen and
-women seek employment as police of-
ficers upon returning to civilian life.

Similarly, police departments are
seeking men and women who are phys-
ically and mentally fit to assume these
roles, who are used to working in
teams, and who have experience mak-
ing quick decisions under stress. To a
police department, a military veteran
may be a perfect fit.

In recent years, we have strived for
community-oriented approaches to po-
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licing. A community-oriented approach
requires officers not just to enforce
laws, but to wear many other hats, like
first aid provider, social worker, coun-
selor, crisis manager, and peacemaker.
If there is a problem, we expect the po-
lice to solve it. The knowledge, skill,
and abilities military veterans bring to
police departments enhance the depart-
ments’ problem-solving mission.

H.R. 1428, the American Law Enforce-
ment Heroes Act of 2017, is good legis-
lation introduced by our colleague, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HURD). The
bill authorizes grantees who receive
grants under the Community Oriented
Policing Services program at the De-
partment of Justice, commonly known
as COPS, to use them for prioritizing
the hiring and training of military vet-
erans.

When military veterans return from
deployment and enter civilian life, it is
important we recognize their sacrifices
by assuring they can obtain employ-
ment and support their families. This
bill helps to ensure veterans can do
just that.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. HURD for
introducing this legislation, and I urge
my colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 1428,
the American Law Enforcement Heroes
Act of 2017. I want to thank the author
of the bill, Mr. HURD, for bringing it
forward.

This measure has the laudable goal of
recognizing our brave men and women
who have served in the armed services,
but it also helps to protect our commu-
nities through community-oriented po-
licing.

I support H.R. 1428 for several rea-
sons. To begin with, the Office of Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services,
also known as the COPS Office, is re-
sponsible for advancing community po-
licing by law enforcement agencies
through information and grant re-
sources.

The COPS Office promotes commu-
nity policing with a commitment to
building trust and mutual respect be-
tween police and the people in the com-
munities they serve by awarding
grants to law enforcement agencies for
the hiring of law enforcement officers
for community policing.

Through the COPS Hiring Program,
funds are provided directly to law en-
forcement agencies to hire or rehire ca-
reer law enforcement officers to in-
crease their community policing capac-
ity and crime prevention activities. To
date, more than 129,000 officers for over
13,000 agencies have been funded via
the COPS Hiring Program, which was
first established 23 years ago under
President Bill Clinton in 1994.

The COPS Office began supporting
military veterans through the COPS
Hiring Program and currently gives ad-
ditional consideration to law enforce-
ment agencies that commit to hiring
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our veterans. Although we have not
had hearings to discuss the import of
providing incentives through this pro-
gram for the hiring of veterans as new
law enforcement officers by State and
local law enforcement, we believe the
bill is well designed and well inten-
tioned.

The bill prioritizes grant applications
of law enforcement agencies that will
use grant funds from the COPS Office
to hire veterans, thereby giving pref-
erence to those agencies when applying
for grant funds. The intent is to assist
law enforcement agencies in attracting
well-qualified, service-oriented people
who have already served America
through their military service.

Another positive purpose of this leg-
islation is to provide our brave vet-
erans the opportunity to continue to
serve their country and respective
communities upon completion of their
military service. Military service pro-
vides vital leadership traits that can be
valuable in assisting military veterans
in their effort to succeed in law en-
forcement careers, and we need to take
advantage of that.

Veterans with combat experience
have obtained skill sets that relate to
law enforcement work, such as dis-
cipline, loyalty, ethical standards, and
integrity; physical fitness; firearms
and tactical skills; the ability to re-
spond appropriately under stress; and
experience working with diverse popu-
lations.

Those who have served in the mili-
tary often have a desire to continue to
serve others, and a career as a law en-
forcement officer allows veterans to
continue serving others through com-
munity policing, where we need them
so much. A career in law enforcement
also provides veterans with long-term
stability, gives a sense of accomplish-
ment and pride, and offers a career
where their dedication to protecting
and serving the public can be applied.

Finally, measures such as H.R. 1428
will help ensure our communities are
protected through community-oriented
policing.

Accordingly, we support passage of
H.R. 1428, the American Law Enforce-
ment Heroes Act.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HURD), the chief author of
this legislation.

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, the veteran
unemployment rate is currently 5 per-
cent in Texas, higher than the national
average of 3.7. While the national aver-
age has steadily declined in recent
years, the unemployment rate for
young veterans ages 18 to 24 has sky-
rocketed to 13 percent, more than dou-
ble the rate it was at this time last
year.

We need to do more for the men and
women who have sacrificed so much for
our freedom and our safety. That is
why I introduced the American Law
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Enforcement Heroes Act: to provide an
outlet for these heroes to continue
their service right here at home.

My district is home to more than
4,600 Active Duty and 45,000 military
veterans who have served or supported
Joint Base San Antonio, Laughlin Air
Force Base, and Fort Bliss, among oth-
ers. They often tell me about their
struggles to find good jobs once they
leave the military.

This bill incentivizes State and local
governments to hire veterans as new
law enforcement officers by giving
preference when applying for grants
through DOJ’s COPS Office which fund
academy and field training along with
promoting community collaboration.
It is modeled after an expired program
called Troops to COPS, which helped
about 1,000 veterans in the late 1990s.

We owe our freedom to these men and
women and must do a better job facili-
tating their transition into meaningful
civilian careers. Ultimately, we should
be doing everything we can to help
those who have served our Nation in
one uniform continue to do so in an-
other one right here at home.

In commemoration of both National
Police Week and Military Appreciation
Month, this bill will better serve our
veterans and be a win for communities
nationwide.

I want to thank Senator JOHN COR-
NYN, my colleague from Texas, for his
leadership on this issue, and I ask my
colleagues to join me in support of H.R.
1428.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I close by
restating my support for this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
again commend the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HURD) for his thoughtful
legislation and his outstanding leader-
ship on this issue. This is good legisla-
tion that will help young military men
and women find employment in law en-
forcement where they can provide
great continued service to our country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1428.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE STABILIZATION OF IRAQ—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 115-42)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
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with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
stabilization of Iraq that was declared
in Executive Order 13303 of May 22,
2003, is to continue in effect beyond
May 22, 2017.

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Accordingly, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 16, 2017.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 59 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
[ 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 115, THIN BLUE LINE ACT

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 115-126) on the
resolution (H. Res. 323) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 115) to
amend title 18, United States Code, to
provide additional aggravating factors
for the imposition of the death penalty
based on the status of the victim,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

——
REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF

H.R. 1039, PROBATION OFFICER
PROTECTION ACT OF 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
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ileged report (Rept. No. 115-127) on the
resolution (H. Res. 324) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1039) to
amend section 3606 of title 18, United
States Code, to grant probation officers
authority to arrest hostile third par-
ties who obstruct or impede a proba-
tion officer in the performance of offi-
cial duties, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

STRENGTHENING STATE AND
LOCAL CYBER CRIME FIGHTING
ACT OF 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1616) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the
National Computer Forensics Institute,
and for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 408, nays 3,
not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 258]

YEAS—408

Abraham Carter (TX) Diaz-Balart
Adams Cartwright Dingell
Aderholt Castor (FL) Doggett
Aguilar Castro (TX) Donovan
Allen Chabot Doyle, Michael
Amodei Cheney F.
Arrington Chu, Judy Duffy
Babin Cicilline Duncan (SC)
Bacon Clark (MA) Duncan (TN)
Banks (IN) Clarke (NY) Dunn
Barletta Clay Ellison
Barr Cleaver Emmer
Barragan Clyburn Engel
Barton Coffman Eshoo
Bass Cohen Espaillat
Beatty Cole Estes (KS)
Bera Collins (GA) Esty (CT)
Bergman Collins (NY) Evans
Beyer Comer Farenthold
Biggs Comstock Faso
Bilirakis Conaway Ferguson
Bishop (GA) Connolly Fitzpatrick
Bishop (MI) Conyers Fleischmann
Bishop (UT) Cook Flores
Black Cooper Fortenberry
Blackburn Correa Foster
Blum Costa Foxx
Blumenauer Costello (PA) Frankel (FL)
Blunt Rochester  Courtney Franks (AZ)
Bonamici Cramer Frelinghuysen
Bost Crawford Fudge
Boyle, Brendan Crist Gabbard

F. Crowley Gaetz
Brady (TX) Cuellar Gallagher
Brat Culberson Gallego
Bridenstine Cummings Garamendi
Brooks (IN) Curbelo (FL) Garrett
Brown (MD) Davidson Gibbs
Brownley (CA) Davis (CA) Gohmert
Buchanan Dayvis, Danny Gonzalez (TX)
Buck Davis, Rodney Goodlatte
Bucshon DeFazio Gosar
Budd DeGette Gottheimer
Burgess Delaney Gowdy
Bustos DeLauro Granger
Butterfield DelBene Graves (GA)
Byrne Demings Graves (LA)
Calvert Denham Graves (MO)
Capuano Dent Green, Al
Carbajal DeSantis Green, Gene
Cardenas DeSaulnier Griffith
Carson (IN) DesJarlais Grothman
Carter (GA) Deutch Guthrie
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